Discover China is a four-level Mandarin Chinese course,
specially designed for beginner to intermediate
level students studying Chinese in English-speaking
countries. It employs a communicative and integrated
approach to language learning. Emphasis is placed on
communication in real contexts through pair work,
group work and a variety of independent and integrated
activities to help students become confident Chinese
language speakers.

Discover China’s unique communicative course design
includes a number of distinctive features:

gets
students engaged and motivated. The topics in
each book are organized around the lives and travel
experiences of five young students in China.

lets students
learn the language by using it in real-life situations,
providing them with the tools they need to
communicate in Chinese naturally.

based
on the sequence “presentation, practice and
production’, with activities moving from controlled
practice to personalized tasks, facilitates effective
learning of the language.

comes through topic-based practice and extension
exercises. The lexical syllabus is based on levels
1-4 of the Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK test) and
the grammatical syllabus takes students up to the
Vantage level (level B2) of the Common European
Framework.

allows students to
discover the rules for themselves through identifying
patterns in the language samples. The grammar
reference provides comprehensive and detailed
explanations.
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through grouping characters with common
radicals. These high-frequency characters are
presented within the context of the unit theme.

, through “Cultural
Corner” sections linked to the unit topics, promoting
a deeper cultural understanding. Fascinating full-
colour photos, showing the real China, provide visual
appeal and draw students into this diverse culture.

are used to facilitate
learning of the written language used by the
majority of Chinese speakers.

instead of
individual characters helps students understand
how to write and space pinyin meaningfully. Discover
China follows the official pinyin orthography of the
mainland of China. All pinyin shows the character’s
original tone, except in those parts of the pronunciation
and speaking section where special rules about tonal
change are introduced.

for each unit provide
additional communicative speaking practice.

including
teacher’s books, assessment tasks, unit quizzes, extra
character writing sheets and more.

The Workbook provides extensive consolidation of the
language skills and knowledge taught in the Student’s Book.

Each Workbook unit features clear language objectives
which correspond with the Student’s Book unit
structure and activities. A wide variety of vocabulary
and grammar exercises, as well as extra reading and
listening activities, provide practice of the core language
presented in the Student’s Book. Writing practice
sections give students the option to extend their
Chinese character writing skills beyond the Student’s
Book requisites. A self-assessment at the end of each
unit using “l can...” descriptors enables students to
reflect on their individual progress.



Books 1 and 2 cover basic language relating to everyday
topics. The focus is on listening and speaking, although
there is a writing activity at end of each lesson 2. Character
writing practice is available in both the Student’s Book and
Workbook to help students learn how to write Chinese
characters with the correct stroke order.

Book 1 is for beginners who have not studied any Chinese.
To avoid overwhelming students with character reading at
the very beginning, pinyin is placed above all Chinese words
and characters to provide the necessary language support.
However, to help students develop character recognition
skills, pinyin does not appear for conversations and passages
in the Workbook. Activities in the online unit quizzes, which
simulate test questions from the HSK test, have no pinyin.

Book 2 follows on naturally from Book 1. Pinyin is used only
in activities with new words and phrases, and the activities in
the pronunciation and speaking section of each unit. Most
other activities in the book do not carry pinyin. However,
versions of all the main conversations and reading passages
with pinyin are available for download from Discover China’s
free resources website.

Books 3 and 4 cover language from school life and the work
environment. The focus is on the development of language
skills, which is conducted through various approaches
including guided writing. The lessons contain activities
to further enhance students’ language skills in all areas
across different contexts and functions. A new guided
writing section teaches students how to compose natural
texts following authentic-like texts. The conversations and
reading passages are longer, and pinyin only appears in
each unit’s vocabulary boxes.

presents the fundamentals of the Chinese
language, following the characters’ day-to-day
lives in Beijing. From simple introductions to going
shopping, eating out or playing sports, students
encounter a broad range of situations and learn the
basic language skills they require.

includes “survival Chinese” for travel and
living in China, as the characters hit the road on their
winter holidays. They see the Terracotta Warriors in
Xi‘an and try authentic Sichuan food in Chengdu,
make new friends and broaden their knowledge of
Chinese to handle typical subjects such as food and
drink, hotels, sightseeing and going to the doctor.

takes a deeper look at China’s diverse culture.
Steve lands his dream job and is sent on assignment
as a photojournalist to exciting places all over China.
Amanda pursues her love of Chinese history and takes
the Chinese history class. This provides students with
rich exposure to the use of Chinese language across
various cultural and social contexts.

prepares students for using Chinese for work-
related purposes. Mark takes up an internship at a Chinese
organization in London, acting as a guide for a delegation
from China. Wang Yu and Yeong-min volunteer at a
summer camp in China, helping foreign students to
understand Chinese language and culture. All three gain
valuable experience in working with colleagues and
customers, and dealing with different situations.
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Unit structure Pronunciation

Difficult pronunciation points for
Student’s Book 3 | Unit4 He was not justan actor. {il1/. ! English speakers are presented
and practised in context to prepare
students for communicative activities
in the unit.

Pre-listening

Pre-listening activities are
LESSON | 1 designed to pre-teach the
Vocabulary and listening key words/expressions, or
activate students’ background
knowledge about the unit e ity
topicin preparation for the
conversation.

1 Look at the world map. Match the names
with the correct continents.

Pronunciation and speaking

(o) 1 Listen and repeat the sentences.

Post-listening
Comprehension questions are used to
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Presentation dialogue Further listening practice « b g :
Meaningful and authentic conversation A further listening passage based |- 1= Chinese to go
between the resident characters sets the on the unit theme provides extra sl Simple and useful colloquial
context for vocabulary and language practice to develop students’ BB expressions or language
presentation. listening skills. “chunks” of immediate use are

provided to students.

ma  Didhedo

: Post-reading
Pre-reading Controlled, guided and freer activities
Pre-reading activities are designed to allow students to practise the target
pre-teach the key words, oractivate il language in a sequence thatis most  allell
students’ background knowledge effective for learning.
about the unit topic in preparation for e si—
the reading passage. - AN st 8 osmned

A278 o ;.; move g A B I L
L BOA . :; (for films and TV z : “;M_” 4
B Workiin pairs. Write down the words you have B iE didnshijs aE
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The Green o
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haveadeep 3 7 el ?ig Bruce Lee

Tove for % o

< ! . :
sl 2T LR bouig o st O o
w t*ja for the P :
j I o
1973%7A208, W T4 pupeseot 9T, e L E;g B
include 4 drug, medication I ﬁ

West be allergicto

e (i) e

o e Y aus
| A, TR i S R—
R s JrTER o W poshumous
Now find allthe words with 5 in the passage on B 1050 o 526 goto school pest
page 56 and write them in the table. & I 4 reeatonst onasEn
HH, 4 BEie A sehool ‘I'T)f release, play
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BE Cantonese opera O s filufer9705E LUG KNy (730 ) s 2 Work in pairs. Choose a film star or singer

and complete a table about his/her
. Use the table in Activity 6 t

O 6 AT Reading S e story f this prs
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L . .
a8l everyday lives, such as for the students to write their own

=5 diaries, articles, blogs short passage in a similar style.
and online posts.

R Peking opera
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Language in use
Grammar points are presented and practised

through an inductive or “discovery” approach,
drawing on students’ existing knowledge.

Grammar reference
Grammar reference at the back

of the book provides detailed

explanation of the grammar rules
o @D o (oo @R ] 25 @ NNy resource for both
e teachers and students.
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‘Translate the sentences into Chinese.
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Exercises allow students to
practise and consolidate
the rules.

ey appear

Subject Prepositional phrase
Verb phrase
fé’;g Noun phrase

Short, simple examples
help students analyse and
discover the grammar rules.
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Communication activity
Meaningful and realistic communication
in relevant contexts is facilitated
through role-plays and speaking tasks.

funit ____________ll Unit4

Review and practice
Builds on language acquisition by

recycling previously learnt target
language, through which students

——
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Asking for and giving advice

Asking for information

REEAIER? Understanding feelings and Showing concern
. College courses - o
How did you ) concerns Writing an email asking for or
and requirements . L2 .

choose? Understanding course giving information
requirements and difficulty levels
Identifying directions and locations - Asking for and giving
Understanding general comments  directions

R 4

wa'*‘g‘ﬁﬁ- a? L about books Asking for and giving

a!: areyou Books, Ilbrarlgs Understanding simple book opinions about books and
looking for and book reviews .o\ libraries

specifically?

Writing a simple book review

Clarifying information through Asking for and giving
repetition clarification through
HLRHESEEM?  Assignments, Understanding simple formal repetition
When is our quizzes and instructions for exams Starting and ending a
assignmentdue?  deadlines conversation politely
Writing simple quiz questions
and instructions
Identifying opinions Asking for and giving
AR ENEEE Understanding accomplishments opinions through reasoning
g, ' ‘ and achievements Agreeing and disagreeing
He was not just an Life stories Identifying notable events in a life Writing a simple life story
actor. e
Understanding airport check-in Asking for and checking
information information
3 E AL 'E
&T‘EEMJ:‘T_E"J’T“ Air travel and Confirming and correcting Giving reasons and expressing
I bo.oked theticket = \weather information regret
online. Understanding a news report Writing a short report about an
about extreme weather event involving bad weather
Identifying the location of rooms, Expressing hospitality and
household items and facilities appreciation
YREL B4 B
;‘"E,EXJI?EUT ° ) Understanding hospitality Giving polite responses
ouvereally L\Aegtlng ahost Understanding cultural differences - Writing an informal diary
thoughif of amily regarding proper topics of entry
everything. conversation

Understanding a diary entry




Talking about results using resultative complements
Talking about the future using & /4%

Giving extra information using Bij /M B
Expressing preferences using i z&:+ -+ g

Words for course requirements

Different tones
created by adverbs

Chinese calligraphy

Limiting the range of statements using X§-+--- ki
Emphasizing facts and negating assumptions using A" zg: -+
=]
I asco00
Expressing surprise using ;& A82 I:Iomi)E[:l)hones: SunWu and The Art of
Making recommendations using £5- - -+ - -HE%¢ &, 15, % e
Directions and sections inside a building, book review
essentials
Expressing “any” using {14+ «-+- B eeeee
Making suggestions using 30+ - - - EE A%/ IE
Expressing formality through vocabulary Different ways of
Stating a rationale using 1R#& greeting peopleand  Confucius Institutes
Words for clarification, instructions and rubrics in exams saying goodbye

Expressing “even” using EL&

Expressing “be worth” using {E15

Expressing purpose using AT

Stating causes using HHF

Accomplishments, achievements and importance

Expressing influences using &%-+-++- =20
Noun phrases with I
Expressing “unbearable” using AT

Expressions for
agreeing and
disagreeing

Expressions for airport

Zheng He — China’s
Magellan

Mongols in China

Stating extreme consequences using iE check-in

Words for air travel and extreme weather

Describing impressions using IF{%

Expressing causal relations using it

Expressing limited choices using " zg:«++++ L R o

Sentence-initial adverbs: ZE4F, AlE, HE Excha‘nges of Gift-giving in Chinese
greetings and thanks  culture

Room facilities and housework, hospitality




Identifying differences and Making comparisons and
BEWXHEEN similarities showing preferences
HEARR. Teachingin Inner - ldentifying a speaker’s feelingsand - Expressing feelings and
I like this simple Mongolia emotions emotions
lifestyle. Expressing respect and Writing a simple comparative

expectations essay

Understanding questions and Expressing praise and respect

. answers in an interview Conducting an interview

HYA# Env!ronrpental Giving reasons Writing a formal report on a
That's amazing! ggeerfczs n Distinguishing between mainideas  problem

and supporting examples

Identifying specific information Using exclamations

e . used in giving examples Talking about physical

AEE, BREM! Ihsishiaciin Identifying relationships among attributes, skills a)rlld abilities
Where there'sa Temple and

will, there’s a way!

Shaolin kung fu

roles in a story
Understanding a film

Writing an article introducing
a film, giving the most
important information

Identifying physical injuries and

Asking for and giving medical

Parts of the medical suggestions aid and suggestions
FhAgESR, body, physical Dealing with unfamiliar characters Encouraging and reassuring
Don'trushthings.  movementsand using radical clues in context Writing simple instructions
injuries Understanding simple instructions ~ about movement
about movement
Identifying attitudes, concernsand - Expressing concerns,
R TR I%E Emoti d worries problems and worries
VA& fm|(') ons alg Understanding suggestions Seeking advice
What do you think fee 'Ngs, asking Understanding problems in a letter - Writing to an agony aunt
or advice
I should do? toan agony aunt about problems
Understanding expectations and Expressing surprise and
plans reassurance
KEERGEAROE" Dating, Understanding polite counter- Expressing certainty and
I'd prefer not to relationshipsand ~ arguments reservation
answer that. life expectations Understanding different points of Talking about life expectations
view Writing simple tips and
suggestions
Pinyin guide Grammar reference

Pairwork activities

Picture captions



Explicit comparisons

Implicit comparisons using 5 /Lt %5

Expressing something is contrary to expectation using Ff Emphasizing with — Chinese students and
BIFHE B, M, 3, AR teachers

Drawing conclusions using &3

School facilities and surroundings, city and rural life

Expressing sequences using B g -+ -H----- (E=m----- )
Making suggestions using (ZEAR ) iX##IE

Giving examples using I+ +++- A5

Expressing “provide” using -+ -+ - 324t

Words on environmental problems and protection; comparison
of past and present

Verbally describing
how to write simple
Chinese characters

Time and space in
Chinese culture

Expressing potential/capability using potential complements

Expressing “only/just” using -« -+ gt or - ----- ™

Expressing “concerning” using < Exclamatory
Expressing contrast of meaning using T sentences
Words about martial arts skills; words about films

The Shaolin Temple

Expressing regularity using {£7E or E'&

The preposition 3288
Expressing future plans using -+ -+-- T | i ; Group exercise in
The difference between i and NI MPErative Sentences  thina

Parts of the body, physical movements, injuries and treatments

Implicit comparison using «++++- — =

Expressing “even if"using &« -« -4+

Expressing contrast of meaning using %] Linking words in a

The difference between £ (&) and Z (&) conversation Vs el oy

Personal feelings, problems and worries

Forming rhetorical questions using ¥i&
Noun phrases with &+ iX # / ABE:-----

Polite counter-argument; -+ Jmeseees , AlE/Ffi--- Expressions using X Chinese wavs of
The conjunctive BE--++- X --+++- B, fhit, Bk, &% expressin ;/eelin 5
Emotions, relationships and life plans etc. P 9 9

English translations

Vocabulary list



